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Outstanding CTE Program Award

About the Award
The Outstanding CTE Program Award recognizes an exceptional Career and Technical Education program that demonstrates innovation, excellence in teaching and learning, student leadership development, and a strong commitment to student success. This award celebrates CTE programs that go beyond expectations to create high-quality, relevant, and engaging learning experiences that prepare students for continued education, careers, and leadership.

Eligibility
Nominees must:
· All teachers within the nominated CTE program area must be current ACTEAZ members

Nomination and Scoring
Nominations are evaluated in three areas worth a total of 100 points. For each area, describe what the program does, provide evidence of its success, and explain the impact on students. Include measurable outcomes whenever possible.
	Evaluation Area
	What We Want to Know

	Program Innovation & Achievement
50 pts
	What makes this CTE program innovative and successful? Describe significant programs, practices, initiatives, partnerships, or accomplishments and what changed or improved as a result. Consider innovative instruction, industry-aligned curriculum, technology, credentials, student achievement, CTSO success, partnerships, program growth, or other significant accomplishments.

	Student Access, Engagement & Success
25 pts
	How do program teachers create opportunities for all students to participate, learn, and succeed? Consider instructional strategies, accommodations and supports, student engagement, removal of barriers, individualized learning, career preparation, and approaches that address different student needs. Include evidence showing how these practices have contributed to student success.

	Student Leadership & Work-Based Learning
25 pts
	How does the program intentionally develop student leadership and provide meaningful work-based learning experiences? Consider CTSOs, student-led projects, internships, job shadowing, apprenticeships, industry projects, workplace experiences, leadership roles, and other career-connected learning. Describe how students participate and what skills, opportunities, or outcomes result.



Tips for a Strong Nomination
Highlight what makes the program exceptional by providing specific examples of its achievements and the measurable impact on students. The strongest nominations demonstrate what the program does well, the evidence of its success, and the results it has achieved through student outcomes, industry partnerships, innovation, and growth.
Recommended Response Length
Program Innovation & Achievement: 350-500 words
Other scored areas: 250–300 words each
Total Possible Score: 100 Points
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